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• National guidelines now include 
anyone who needs and wants PrEP

• France was one of the first countries in 
the world to formally approve PrEP

• In 2016 PrEP with Truvada® became 
fully reimbursed by the national health 
insurance (Sécurité Sociale)

• In 2021 France authorized general 
practitioners (médecins généralistes) 
to initiate and follow PrEP

• France remains one of the few countries where on-demand (“2-1-1”) PrEP is officially recommended and widely implemented, 
building on French research

• Cumulative PrEP initiations were at 84,997 as of the end of 20241

What’s Happening with New PrEP Products?2

• Long-acting Cabotegravir (CAB-LA) received 
approval from the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA) and became available in France in 2023.

• The French National Authority for Health (HAS) did 
not recommend reimbursement under the public 
health insurance system due to cost-effectiveness 
concerns.

• CAB-LA is currently available only via private 
providers or research settings, with annual 
out-of-pocket costs ranging from €3,000–€4,000.

• This has limited access for low-income individuals, 
migrants, and racialized communities. National 
policy debates are ongoing regarding public 
sector coverage.

• France is participating in PURPOSE 5, 
currently assessing use of six-monthly 
injectable lenacapavir (LEN) among men 
who have sex with men, gay men, 
transgender people, and gender 
non-binary people, with additional sites 
in the UK. It's scheduled to run until 
July 2029.

• LEN has been approved for use in France 
and other European countries that 
participate in the EMA process.

NB: Due to a lack of availability of Q4 2024 PrEP initiation data, overall 2024 figures are 
estimated based on historical trends

History of PrEP Introduction 
and Scale-up in France
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Country Demographics and Epidemiology2-5

• Upper-income country
• 0.3 % estimated overall HIV prevalence (2025)  
• Men who have sex with men (MSM) and heterosexuals 

born abroad (particularly in a sub-Saharan African 
country) remain the two most affected populations and 
represent respectively 40% and 40% of HIV 
seropositivity discoveries in 2023

• Injectable drug use accounts for only 2% of 
HIV infections

• France 95s - 94%% PLHIV know their status (2023)/ 96% 
of PLHIV on ART (2023)/ 97% virally suppressed (2023

Status of PrEP Product Registration and Introduction1
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INTRODUCTION DETAILS

UNAIDS Breakdown of KP Estimates6-8

Est. Population Size Est. Prevalence ARV Coverage (%)

Sex Workers* 40,000 Not available Not available

Not available

Not available

2.3

Not available

0.2

Not available

468,692

Not available

105,000

MSM**

Transgender*

PWID**

The European Commission granted marketing authorization 
for lenacapavir as a PrEP option in August 2025 Separate 
from final approval in France 

Rollout has only advanced in urban settings through 
Implementation studies  

No plans to submit for approval

Widely available 
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Facilitators and Barriers to Ongoing Services and New PrEP Product Scale-up9-11

How GBGMC is Responding
GBGMC has an official, registered office in France and is working with black gay men, migrants, and other marginalized communities 
to increase access to services. In 2026, GBGMC plans to hold the next Global Black Pride in Paris to increase knowledge of and 
awareness of services for black gay men, migrant, and marginalized communities on HIV testing, prevention, and treatment. In their 
broader work, GBGMC and partners have developed community-led plans and recommendations for HIV programming for key 
populations. The plans are based on consultations with communities, civil society, government, and experts, that identified priorities, 
assessed gaps, and developed sustainable service approaches, with recommended budgets. There is not currently a country plan 
for France specifically, but plans for other countries can be found here as examples: https://plans.gbgmc.org/#.

What is the Current Policy Environment and How is it Affecting PrEP Access and Use?
France has a relatively progressive policy environment with regard to human rights and KP as evidenced by the policy rack up from 
the HIV Policy Lab shown in the figure below. The main policy related gaps are in criminalization of sex work and drug use, which 
disproportionately affect vulneration populations. Additionally, the right to health is not included as a constitutional right.
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This forecast estimated the need for PrEP products to support advocacy and inform scale-up. Additional details of the analysis can 
be found here. The table above articulates person-years of PrEP by the year 2030 to meet the epidemiological needs of people at 
risk of acquiring HIV based on UNAIDS estimates. Person-years refers to the amount of time estimated to make an impact using the 
various PrEP products.

For additional Information on HIV programming in France, including implementing partners and the most up to date, please refer to 
resources on the following pages: 
• amFAR: Not Available
• AVAC’s prepwatch: https://www.prepwatch.org/countries/france/

KP Implementing Partners 
Afrique Arc En Ciel, Afrique Avenir, Sidaction, Aides, Paris Sans Sida, Shams France, Safe 978, Nariké M’sada, Agence Nationale de 
Recherche sur le SIDA (ANRS), Santé Publique France, Acceptess T, see complete list here: https://plans.gbgmc.org/country-partners/
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Source Georgetown HIV Policy Lab, France profile. https://www.hivpolicylab.org/fr.

Structural Policy Environment Status for France from Georgetown HIV Policy Lab12
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Daily Oral 91.2 45.6

138.8

228

91.2

45.6

228

45.6

Injectable*

Monthly Oral

TOTAL

*Note - this number combines CAB LA and LEN estimates

Long-Acting PrEP Need Forecast For France
Projected Need for Person-years by Method by 203013

171

45.6

11.4

228

Scenario 1 - Low innovation uptake (focus on oral PrEP)

Scenario 2 - Balance adoption of injectables with oral

Scenario 3 - Injectable dominant uptake and use

Scenerio 1Method Scenerio 2 Scenerio 3 Key

https://gbgmc.org/the-global-need-for-longacting-prep-among-key-populations-forecasts-of-global-demand-2025-2030/ 

